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Minutes of the Council meeting held Tuesday 1st September 2020 at 7.30pm at Peasmarsh 
Memorial Hall. 

 
Present: Councillors: David Pankhurst (DP) (Chair), Ray Hollman (RH) (Deputy Chair), Hilary 
Pankhurst (HP), Peter Lamont (PL), Gina Sanderson (GS), Mick Coleman (MC), Celia Pollington (CP) 
and Terry Holman (TH).  
Also present: Clerk A Head (AH) 
 
29. Apologies for absence – Parish Councillor Robert Barham (RB), District Councillor Paul 

Osborne (PO) and County Councillor Angharad Davies (AD). 
30. Disclosure of interests under the Council’s Code of Conduct – CP for item 33.1.1, RH for item 

34.2 and DP/HP/MC for item 35.4 and DP/HP for planning application RR/2020/1405/P under 
item 38. 

31. Minutes of the last Council meeting – August 4th 2020 – these were unanimously approved. 
 There was 1 member of the public present – they wished to raise the issue of litter in the 
village, in particular around the Jempsons site. RESOLVED: HP to talk to Dominic Plomer and see 
what can be done. 

32. District & County Councillor Reports – District – In the absence of PO no issues were raised. 
County – AD’s report was noted and, in her absence, no other issues were raised.  

33. Housing 
33.1 Housing 

                  33.1.1 Current DaSA Site Allocations – no updates to report.  
33.1.2 RDC Local Plan update – Early engagement form – DP and the Clerk discussed this 
but as each had differing forms nothing could be decided. DP clarified that the deadline for 
response is 9th October 2020. RESOLVED: DP to seek clarification from District Councillor 
Jonathan Vine-Hall. 
33.1.3 Rother future housing planning – DP had written a paper highlighting the key 
points.     RESOLVED: Clerk to scan and circulate this paper. 
33.1.4 Housing White paper – Discussed as part of item 33.1.2. 
33.1.5 Neighbourhood planning – DP said that this is something that the PC needs to start 
thinking about and welcomed volunteers to run a Neighbourhood Plan group. However, he 
reiterated that it cannot be run by the PC and should be a community-led group.  

 
34. Community Matters and Issue 
34.1 Village traffic and roads 
34.1.1 VAS – PL provided a written report which stated that in August, 39,197 vehicles were recorded 

speeding at 36mph or above, of which 1,546 were recorded travelling at 45mph and above.   
34.1.2 Speed Watch – PL reported that there were no speed watch sessions in August as the device 

was booked out to the Beckley group. Sessions are planned for the start and end of September. 
There has been one new recruit to the team and an interested person has had information 
forwarded to them. 

34.1.3 Black Cat – DP reported that the RALC’s speeding initiative was gaining traction now that the 
Black Cat device has been purchased by Crowhurst PC. A multi-site license has been purchased 
(£58) which we assume is an annual license but this has not been confirmed. The device is easy 
to deploy and stands a metre and a half above the ground. DP said that several parishes were 
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keen to join up in purchasing and sharing the device (Northiam, Beckley, Cripps Corner, Rye 
Foreign to name a few) but the ideal would be for two parishes to join up. MC asked what 
would happen with the collated information? DP said that it is sent to the police and with a 
recent change in Chief Constable (it is now Jo Shiner), it is hoped that she will concentrate 
more on speeding concerns. The information the device provides would also be useful in local 
planning, to have evidence to show how much traffic goes through the village when new 
developments are proposed. MC asked whether the Parish Council should budget for 
purchasing a speeding device of their own so that they don’t have to use the police issued one. 
PL agreed that it was an option (and to possibly share the cost with Beckley’s Speed Watch 
group) but that it isn’t something he had proposed yet as he wanted to check the Peasmarsh 
Speed Watch group was viable first. RESOLVED: To consider this purchase in planning the 
FY21-22 budget. 

34.1.4 Road Repairs – DP reported that he had raised the issue of the poor road condition/potholes 
with ESCC via AD but that they were unwilling to fix it as it didn’t fit their criteria. DP has 
spoken to Trevor Leggo from SSALC and sent photos to him and he has said that he will raise it 
with Rupert Clubb (Director of Communities, Economy and Transport at ESCC).  

 
34.2 Recreation Ground/Playspace/Pavilion – RH reported that work is ongoing at the Pavilion   

and that the cladding was done and the extension had been erected at the back of the pavilion to 
house services. Automatic lighting is in place. The work on the roof is hopefully starting next 
week using reconstituted plastic tiles. RH is going to obtain a quote from Sussex Timbers Ltd for 
replacing the doors and windows. SJ Feist and Co Ltd have provided a quote for new wash 
basins/toilets etc.  RESOLVED: Clerk to write letters of intent to companies as instructed by RH 
when necessary. RH said that the Recreation Ground Committee is due to receive a £250.00 grant 
next month from Jempsons.  
RH also reported that some anti-social behaviour had been occurring at the playspace (glass on 
the slide and litter) as well as on the bike track/shack in the woods.  Work has been done by those 
who built the bike track to clear up the rubbish but it is being undone by another group of youths. 
DP said that it would be good to get together with the PCSO soon so that they could be made 
aware of these issues. RH said that he has been looking into the possibility of getting CCTV for the 
Pavilion. It would cost around £1,000 for five cameras and would be around £400 per year for 
maintenance costs. We would have to obtain a license and become a registered operator.  GS 
commented that PCC funds could be obtained for CCTV and it would be a good idea to keep a 
record of an anti-social behaviour to support any claim to funds.  DP asked whether the new 
windows/roof cladding were vandal proof? RH said that they were. RESOLVED: Clerk to organise 
a meeting with the PCSO, DP, RH and the Clerk as soon as possible. 
DP asked if Bourne Sports Association would be able to hold their usual October half-term sports 
training session? RH said yes as he hoped all work would be completed by then. RESOLVED: Clerk 
to contact Andy Stoodley to confirm the course is going ahead at the Peasmarsh recreation 
ground and to find out the exact dates.  

34.3 BT phone box – Brickfields – MC reported that he and TH had fitted the defibrillator in the 
phone box after it was cleaned by Calendar Cleaning Ltd. DP thanked MC and TH for their work on 
this. HP said that the Rye Fixtures and Fittings is still only advertising Peasmarsh as having one 
defibrillator in the Memorial Hall. The Clerk said that she had contacted Rother Responders about 
this and that they had said that as they did not purchase the other defibrillators, they would not 
advertise them but that Peasmarsh Parish Council could pay to advertise separately with Rye 
Fixtures and Fittings. RESOLVED: MC to find out if Flackley Ash has a defibrillator. HP to 
investigate advertising all the defibrillators in Peasmarsh.  

34.4 Oast Cottage – DP said that he had no news about this but that after more than14 years of this 
issue he wondered if it was time to investigate a compulsory purchase with RDC. RESOLVED: 



316 
 

Signed:    date: 6th October 2020 

Everyone agreed to DP/the Clerk investigating the options/process surrounding compulsory 
purchase. 

34.5 Rye Hub – The PC discussed the newly built day time community centre in Playden/Rye 
Foreign. GS said that she had visited it. DP asked whether it would take away from village 
activities? GS said no, it provides various resources such as a café and mental health groups that 
do not compete with village activities. 

34.6 Maltings grit bin – MC reported that he had obtained a quote from Bournes for the Maltings 
grit bin. It would be £50 plus VAT for ten bags of grit. DP proposed and HP seconded that this 
should be purchased and leave it to be filled until necessary. RESOLVED: MC to purchase the grit 
and store in advance of winter. 

34.7 Rye Food Bank – The Clerk reported that Hastings Direct were due to reimburse the Parish 
Council £200 for money spent on this and although bank details have been supplied, payment has 
not yet been received. RESOLVED: Clerk to email contact Hastings Direct for an estimate of when 
the payment will be made.  

34.8 Peasmarsh Periodical – DP reported that they are short a distributor for Farleys Way as they 
are shielding. DP said that the periodical would continue to publish every other month. It was 
discussed that no other alternative options had been suggested but that a flexible approach could 
be taken to publishing to help keep the work involved manageable. RESOLVED: MC volunteered 
to cover Farleys Way. It was agreed that the village benefits from having hard copy information 
especially as some members of the community are not online. However, a flexible approach to 
printing editions should be taken. The periodical could come out when there are important events 
but doesn’t need to come out monthly to help reduce the work load.  

 
35. Reports and other items 

35.1  Clerk’s Report – for August – no comments, noted. The Clerk also provided feedback on her 
attendance at the SSALC Zoom training session about raising the council’s profile on social 
media. She said it was an eye opener and that she didn’t realise how powerful the use of 
video was on social media and it has given her ideas regarding live streaming and how to use 
the PC’s Facebook page more fully. DP also attended the course and agreed that it was 
informative and that there was lots to think about and ways in which the PC could 
modernise its approach to the community and reach more people. RESOLVED: Clerk to 
begin to start using Facebook more and explore its capability and how it could answer 
frequently asked questions in the community.  

35.2  Website accessibility requirements – DP and the Clerk discussed the need to have an 
accessibility statement on the website by 23rd September 2020 to comply with government 
legislation. The Clerk said that she had contacted James Waite from RDC as the owner of the 
website to seek his advice. RESOLVED: Clerk to have an accessibility statement for the 
website by the deadline.  

35.3  RALC speeding initiative – ongoing – discussed under item 34.1.3. 
35.4  Memorial Hall – HP reported that the Memorial Hall had reopened today and was fully 

compliant with Covid-19 reopening guidelines. They had received a good amount of 
bookings for the hall but no more than six people can go in the meeting room. The car park 
has a park at your own risk poster. MC and TH repaired the Memorial Hall’s shed as someone 
reversed into it.  

35.5  Allotments – MC reported that all hedges were cut and the allotments were looking good. 
MC suggested that in the rent renewal letter sent out in March 2021, a polite reminder 
should be added about maintaining hedges to avoid the Clerk having to send out reminders 
each year. The PC unanimously agreed. RESOLVED: Clerk to add a polite reminder to 
allotment holders in their renewal letters that it is their responsibility to maintain their plot 
hedges. 
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35.6  Repairs and Maintenance Reports – RH reported that a resident in a mobility scooter had 
complained about the parking in the Malthouse Business Park car park next to the play space 
as the car space markings were so faded that people were parking over the pavement and 
blocking access to the pavement. The Clerk has reported this to the RDC Estates team. GS 
said that the Clerk could also raise it with Debbie Peters, the equality officer at RDC if 
necessary.  

35.7  ESCC Highways Report – The Clerk reported that she had updated her spreadsheet and 
that the natural spring on School Lane had also recently been fixed.  

35.8  Police Report – The Clerk reported that due to Covid-19 their continues to be no police 
report. 

35.9  Footpaths reports – none.  
35.10 Village and Environment – The Clerk reported that the cinder path next to 

Brickfields/Farleys Way needed strimming as it was very overgrown. RESOLVED: RH to 
contact Francis Warren to complete this work.  
 

36. Financial Matters  
36.1 Reports 
36.1.1 Monthly statement of receipts and payments – From August 2020 – approved. 
36.1.2 Budget comparison and bank reconciliations – for August 2020 – approved. 

 
36.2 To approve and ratify payments – all approved.  
36.2.1 Clerk’s August pay and expenses including Clerk’s National Pay Award back pay from Apr-

Aug 2020: £533.28 
36.2.2 Calendar Cleaning BT phone box: £84.00 
36.2.3 Clerk social media SSALC Zoom course: £36.00 
36.2.4 D. Pankhurst social media SSALC Zoom course: £36.00 
36.2.5 Biffa Waste Collection – monthly direct debit: £58.14 

  
36.3 Receipts – none to date – noted.  

 
37. Correspondence – noted. 

• Letter received on 12/08/20 from Jempson’s Foundation for Rye Food Bank donation. 
 

38. Planning Matters 
 

Applications –  

RR/2020/1358/P and RR/2020/1359/L – 1 Kings Head Cottages, Flackley Ash, Peasmarsh, 

TN31 6YH – Removal of modern render, fitting of insulation and tile hanging and 

replacement of windows to East elevation. RESOLVED: The PC supports this application.  

 
RR/2020/1405/P - Teviot - Land adjacent to, Malthouse Lane, Peasmarsh TN31 6TA - 
Proposed 4 x bedroom dwelling with associated landscaping and driveway for two vehicles. 
RESOLVED: The PC made a general comment about the increase in need for vehicular access 
and increased movements that this application would generate and difficulty in accessing the 
main road from Malthouse Lane.  
 

RR/2020/1406/P - Lyndhurst, Main Street, Peasmarsh TN31 6YA -Variation of conditions 6 
& 7 imposed on RR/2017/1843/P to allow the annexe to be used by friends and family 

http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2020/1358/P
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2020/1359/L
https://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2020/1405/P&from=planningSearch
http://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2020/1406/P
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members not living in the main residence, as allowed by planning appeal 
APP/U1430/A/09/2100179. RESOLVED: The PC had no objections to this application.  
 
Decisions – noted. 
 
RR/2020/442/P - Pelsham Estate - Land at, Tillingham Lane, Peasmarsh TN31 6XG - 
Proposed twin-track access for agricultural farm machinery to fields – Approved 
24/08/2020. 
 
RR/2019/2463/P - New Cross Farm, Mill Lane, Peasmarsh TN31 6XA - Stationing of 3 
holiday let units (shepherds huts) and planting of a new wildflower meadow, with associated 
access and parking arrangements – Approved 27/08/2020. 

  
Appeals – none to date.  

 
 

39. Dates of Forthcoming Meetings: 6th October 2020 meeting, location – Memorial Hall subject to 
Covid-19 government rules. 

 
The meeting finished at 9.30pm. 

https://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2020/442/P&from=planningSearch
https://planweb01.rother.gov.uk/OcellaWeb/planningDetails?reference=RR/2019/2463/P&from=planningSearch

